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seemed fair since it penalized a man occupationally and socially in a certain
degree, and furthermore, since many of these fellows made an earnest effort
of service; others simply evaded induction on the grounds of homosexuality/'11

The policies for the management of homosexuals in the Army were revised
only after a long, difficult period of education. Initially all cases who were not
tried by court-martial (where offenses were involved) 12 were given blue dis-
charges. A man on his own initiative, or because of noticeable difficulty in
adjusting himself, might visit or be sent to a psychiatrist for consultation. When
it was found that the basis of the difficulty was homosexuality, if this was re-
ported to his commanding officer, the man probably received a blue discharge,
or perhaps would be tried. Objections to this were raised by many homosexual
individuals, whose request for help from a medical officer ended up in a dis-
charge "without honor." This action undermined confidence in medical officers.
Furthermore, the Army required that doctors report even those statements given
in confidence in a consultation room. The homosexual was no more responsible
for his personality difficulty than a mental defective was for his. Even so, the
old procedure, based on prejudice, singled him out for punishment. This re-
sulted in many instances of careful avoidance in the case records of the word
"homosexuality."

Some progress in the handling of the problem came with the publication of
War Department Circular 3, dated January 3,1944. This directive applied only
to those who were discovered or reported to have performed homosexual acts.
It did not apply to the soldiers who sought advice from a physician because
of their fear of committing such acts. It provided for hospitalization of those
who were deemed redaimable. It permitted the giving of a blue discharge to
an offender who was deemed not redaimable, in lieu of court-martial. Included
in the category of "redaimable" were those who were guilty of first offenses,
those who acted as the result of intoxication or curiosity, or "those who acted
under undue influence, especially when such influence was exercised by a per-
son of greater years or superior grade/'

For this particular disability the commanding officer of the hospital was
required to transmit to the Adjutant General (and to the theater headquarters,
if overseas) a full report of the diagnosis, treatment, results of treatment,
and the recommendation as to the disposition of every homosexual patient
This information was to be kept on file. Depending upon the results of treat-
ment, the individual was returned to duty, separated from the service, or tried

H Personal communication, June 26,1946.
12 Weiss has made a strong and logical argument that the Wat Department should send many of
the homosexuals confined as military prisoners home; the present policy tends to fix and confirm
their sexual abnormality, and many other men are introduced to it Weiss, 1.1, "Homosexuality
with Special Reference to Military Prisoners," Psychiat. Quart., 20:485-523, July, 1946-